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My flight in the air was over a distance of about
150 feet, and I made a perfectly smooth landing.
Several more attempts were made with very much the
same results each time.

As I had not arranged for official observers to be
present my flight was not officially recorded. I did
not even know whether anyone had seen my machine
leave the ground, and it looked as though I might not
be able to substantiate my flight. Luckily, however, as
I ascertained some time afterwards, both the head
carpenter and gate-keeper and a friend of theirs had
seen me make these flights, and I was able sub-
sequently to obtain signed statements from them to this
effect.

On 8 June 1928, twenty years later, the Royal Aero
Club, the Royal Aeronautical Society, the Air League
of the British Empire, and the Society of British Air-
craft Constructors very kindly gave a banquet to me
at the Savoy Hotel; which the Duke of York, now
King George VI, graciously attended when the dancing
commenced. This started a controversy as regards
who flew first in England. A committee was formed by
the Royal Aero Club to establish historically the date
of the first flight in the British Isles, and my efforts
were ruled out as the committee did not apparently
think I had flown sufficiently far to constitute a flight,
and they considered that the first official flight was
made by Moore-Brabazon on a Voisin biplane at
Eastchurch nearly a year later.

Soon after this decision I requested the stress depart-
ment of Saunders-Roe, Ltd., to work out what distance
would constitute a flight by my first machine, and
without being in any way favourable, it was calculated
that my machine could not do even 70 feet without
having flown.